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Boar Cameron, 



Yesterday was another one ©f those Says ©a which the bay* let dam their 
bUtt just a little. Tide i# a quotation from the debate onH.1. 9848, 
tbe Yinsoa bill which deals with the enlargement of me airforce of the 
Havy » The bill was passed without a dissenting vote in the Senate. having 
been passed last Thursday by the louse. Senator David I. Walsh, ehaixmen 
of %e Sense Haval Affaire CoBrittes, handling the bill, was explaining 
it when interrupted by Claude Pepper of Florida, new dealer and currently 
the loudest to ice in tbs all-psa sible*aid*to-the-All i© s gang. 

HR. PEPPER. Bees it fellow from me Senator* e statement 
that if we are adequately to defi«d#*ntral and South America m 
must do the same thing? (i.e.. build bases for the fleet and dray 
and laval aircraft). 

ME. SALSB* That ia lime. 

MS* That would contemplate, then, the necessity, 

if the Waited States is really to undertake the defense, effectively, 
of South am rise, that, in some way or ether, adequate bases, <*>•>«*< « e 
air bases, mat be ettabliafeed deem mere. 

ra» WALsa, let us as suae we are in executive aassien ( I.a., 
iaeret session). in sty opinion, the ftnmxmasat of the Waited States 
has .mat in mind now, and hat arrsngeaenta and y»*w plana made to Bring 
tmt about, I hope the press will not report this. I may say mat 
mat mo senator suggests is all smtioipatod if the eventuality should 
come. 



It was this that the President, at his press conference later 
yesterday, denied. The papers here gave this very poor play. Walsh is 
an authoritative person, because ©f his important position, and there 
is little doubt that he would h= ve thus spoken without being sure of 
his facts. Roosevelt's denial is particularly interesting in view of 
other facts. 
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liwt of all, within tin past week there has been a real 
campaign about the dalgars to us by way of South America. This campaign 
games to bo admini st rat ion inspired. Alsop and ^-intner yesterday had 
tie whole thing spelled oat in their column. Hey are, &• % told you 
la response to year faery about She American White Paper, eery eleee 
‘ ' t# 4. A. Barle, in whose offiee tleynprepared tie book* Se is tie probable 
soaree on tils. At tie same time, you may recall, I told you that I l *d 
been informed that tie State Department and tie administration w # net 
at all concerned about South AmerdeaSor what might develop there, if 
I didn’t at that time tell you, my eeoree, oonfidantially, for tlia 
statement was larry Duggan, in charge of tie Division of Soutl 
Hepablies. If there «as any slight concern about anything in any ef t he 
South American land® he of all people would have known it# 

leatarday Chief of Staff Marshall testified before tie S e u«g 
Military Affairs Committee in executive session# Mr information on slat 
la, privately, told He Members comes from a Member who was told by 
Minority Inadar Jo# Martin ef Maas. Marshall claimed authorship ef 
?DR’* proposal that he be allows to call out the reserves when he deems 
it nseessary. Marshall said he wee motivated by the possibility of hsving 
to sebd troops to South America# 

I mb convinced that the adminisrtation is purposefully 
sponsoring this campaign to create fear ansd hysteria aa a means of 
greasing the ways for its military expansion program the defensive 
nature of Oil eh is more than questionable# 

Fresumaably also for the national Defense, Harry Hopkins, 




Secretary of Comaeree, has moved late the lute House. The feet that 
Harry has taken up hie residence with the President has escaped the 
press* It hasn't been even suggested here* 

And speaking of ssBmsrsapxtkax business* the names of those 
who have been appointed to assist Stetiaiug sere announced yesterday, 
these people* in the main* are from th® metal-trades industry mid 
from corporations that I believe tbs I*a Fellett# Committee record sill 
show hare antllaber rsserds. f mo of tho aoabars of tho new National 
Defease Board* Stetiaius and Kaudaoa, can be assumed to be I. P. Morgan's 
representatives, because of shone# they some. 

ftteoutive session testimony is all the -rags hors thoas days* 

It a beautiful devise that was used occasionally, but Bios in recant 
pears is tho mao She shfmod how safe and usable it is * Nobody knows 
anything except that yen want thorn to foes unloss there is a leek* and 
if thsre is a leak nine times out of ton it gets 1 ass play than it 
would had It been reported at the time of testimony/ this also afford* 
a swell opportunity to empress whatever it might be desired to oppress* 

Say before yesterday Harrington of fPA testified in executive session 
befors a subeooaittea of tho Senate Appropriations Commit tes. Senator 
Alvah Adams {Bass** Bole*) is chairman of the subcommittee* Following 
gie testimony Harrington en gag ed in an informal off the record conversation 
with the Senators. I regret % cannot give you the names of those involved. 
My teifl s r a a S&t happened to be the following witneae who was called in 
as Barrington finished the formal testimony and 1 m certain that the 

Member of tho seemittsa would be anbaraesed if they were aware of tin 
clerk's error. l$r informant, likewise, does not know all the members of 



%hm committee, la ringtoh said lie wouia fee la favor of a new Federal 
Theater Project if it were restricted to members of Actor* s Equity, 
l&ea it wee pointed out that this it a conservative organisation the 
Seaatore got the idea that, la connection with the "national defense** 

program, it would be, from the administration’s point of view, deeireafele 

/ 

to have at It* disposal such m effective propaganda machine as this 
project would be. One of the Senators said he believe it would not be 
impossible to get this kind ©* a project through first, because of the 
nature of lenity and second, because of the "national defense** potentiality 
ies. Equity has several lobbyists here and they ere of the opinion 
they could get this through the Senate but would not be able to pass 
it through me Ho a# e. x with them. 

Harrington alec opposed thexpmwwat provision isfetauxt rHHt- f QT 
2^6 local sponsorship. He gave few© reasonei 1} » It would be impossible 

to use 1PA for "national defense" projects if local government P Had to 

put up 22$ of tbe cost, because they wouldn’t do it. 2), If the iter 

i 

Department were to sponsor such projects they would have to put up 
the 22$ and he didn’t want them to have to spend this aamunfe from 
their a ppropriations-in other cords, ail the cost Should come from the 
msager appropriation for the unemployed . 



Barrington has described hie position to a Member of Qongrsss 
as that of a soldier. He haid he takes orders ant carries them out. He 
never does anything that the admini at ration doesn’t want done. It Is 
pretty certain that hie opinions, when he expresses them, are the 
administration’s ©pinions. 

I meant to mention above that a week ago, at the time of the 

consideration of the tineon bill, by tb. Houee, fomatIon after fomatll>n 
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Committee set this morning m& voted 11*8 t© brigg up the bill to 
deport Harry Fridges* which I seat yon several weeks ago* Mare, got 
wind of it and discovered a parliamentary way ©f defeating it. The 
bill ie a private bill and he found a House rule which prevents its 
the consideration ©f private bille on the any but the private bill 
calendar* without the unanimous consent of all Members present, which* 
obviously* with him on the floor every minute* was impossible. So 
Harry is still not deported. However* they are new going to hoi* a 
might session of the House tomorrow, the second of this session, 
and they are going to take up the private calendar which means that they 
can bring up this bill. The parliamentary situation is this: in 
order to ease it no more than two Members earn object to it. I think we 
can have three objections ©a the florr tomorrow night. 

Persuant to Helen Say’s request the CI©0 has sent you what 
she asked cf them. I asked them to send you additional material which 
1 thought you might eh interested in having. There are somethings that 
have happened at the executive beard meeting that 1 haven* t yet seen in 
ttie papers. ‘ 

First of all* the leftwingers had things pretty much their 
way* fhe;- did compromise* hut net on issue s?^very thing of major importance 
their position was adopted. Pe|feapB tl * gtraa||est thiB£ * 8£ ^ 

absence of disention on anything. I was told by pexople who attended 
that it was the most uninspiring meeting possible and la no way reflected 
concern over them j or problems that confront the country and the anions. 

For one thing, th*$r took the position that they are going to 
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as&ke no effort to reopen, peace negotiations with the Aft, If there is 

to be peace. It will be at the terms offered by the CIO some time ago 

and subsequently reoffered by Lewis# thick really means no peace, for 

Bill Green will not accept such terms~basiely, that the membserhip 

of both otganisstiona jointly rote on whatever Is decided as terras 

and that ell CIO union go la together# I should have mentioned 

above, re the Smith ammeadsents to the HUM, that Bill Green send ax 

Members ©f the House telegrams yesterday, before the vote, urging them 

to vote for the rule which enable the ammen&aents to be ealfcdd up at 

this time. The AFL, publicly, thus far has come out for the more 

moderate Horton amnendaeats* At this time it is impossible to 

of aftnd 

predict what will happen, but with the state/of the House today 
naything can happen and we should not expect the best ar anything 
good. 

Perhaps y u haven’t heard of it, because the papers seem not 
to have mentioned it, but just . about si the government departments oral 
bureaus today have special llason representatives to make contacts 
an "national defease" work. In spite of-and perhaps partially because 
of the appointment of Sidney Hillman to the new national defense beard 
lee ressasn has been designated the be the funnel for all CIO 
relations with the government, particularly re "national defense". 




fids pretty wall short-circuits Sidney so far as the relations and contacts 
of the gore rumen t and the CIO itself are concerned and is a slap in 
his sick puss. 

A few days ago the- administration tried a fast play on the 

CIO which, fortunately, did hot work* fanny Perkins sent word that she 

/ 

wanted appropriate representatives in her office for a conference on 
health and safety conditions on "national defense" work. Accordingly, 

Ralph Setzel, rise is in charge of that division of the CIO which is 
interested in similar problems, w ent down with a fellow name# Price. 

When they got there they wens surprised to find a really large and 
imposing gathering of bigwigs who wanted to commit them on major 
catsttons of policy* They beat a hasty track* retreat. 

John Lewis took greet pains to tell the eiaabers of the 
executive board that he has been kept completely in the dark on all 
matters in which the CIO is interested for the past year, fh© way 
in which he said it not only constituted a rebuff of the administration 
but pretty well meant that he had not seen the new M-day plans. Be had 
seen the old ones, and at last ysarfts CIO convent on in San Fransiaee 
hs discussed them *ith the executive board* Ihidemaking this statement 
and at the point where he said he knew nothing about the adminl strati one 
plans about anything in advance he pointed out that at that moment 
Bill Sreea was meeting with FDR, having just returned from the stagehands 
convention in Lousi villa Ey. following a long-distance phone converstalon 
with FDR Monday, Incidentally, Sreea said yesterdey that these are 
many unemployed machibe-tool workers, which contradicts at least part 



of the admini at rations position that they haven't the akllltd laborers 
needed for the machine-tool industry in which they claim there is a 
"national defense" bottleneck* 

Although the complete harmony that seemed to prevail does 

not /bo indicate, I have been reliably Informed by several people 

that Barry Bridges was taking a sort of anarchist position with 

reference to the national defense problems and with particular 

reference to his personal status, On* of ay informants is one of 

a 

the liberal presidents of CIO international. I know his pretty well 
and he was dead serious* He quoted Harry as having said that he 
wouldn't mind being sent back to Australia ©a a battleship. According 
to him Bridges was serious and exceedingly egotistical about me 
at tent non he is now getting, mis story is persistent here, even though 
It is not born© oat but tetex happenings. It doesn't fit mat I know 
of Bridges either* 



•fhe Team Congress, like me CIO, is having trouble dL th the 
administration in spit® of lts"i»Y. Ihe administration is tests fighting 
me TC tooth and sail, and Aubrey Will lama is reliably reported by 
ea official of the TG as employing national Youth Administration 
supervisory personnel to actively fight the YC. When Mrs. IDS 

was asked to enlist me support oft* administration for the 
national Youth Act she replied to an official of the Youth Congress 
that the people were not today articulate on this matter, on housing 
and similar pending legislation. She said that they were making themselves 




beard on the national-defense program, eta. When oho returned after 

haring spoken to the great white father aha added that Members of both 

Homes were to anxious n to get home and send their poll tidal fences” 

to take the additional time this late in the sesaionnto consider 

thin bill* Of course, these statement# are false. Ewan the most casual 

exemination of that section of the Congressional Beeord in which 

Congressmen and Senators place petitions and memorials will &o* that 

there has been a persistent demand for the enactment of housi ng and 

health legislation, much greater than the demand for the administration* 

armament program. Most of what support hte administration has been 

geeting, as reflected in these sections of the Congressional Record, 

comes from employers associations, industry and some of the 

superpatriotic organizations. Hothijg that could by any stretth of the 

the imagination be considered a mass support. 

The aaz tax proposals are ebing considered by the House ays 

•ad Means Committee. * hare heard nothing further on the Barney Baruch 

shheae I reprtaui reported last week. What seeae to have the inside 

track on the comsittee is a plan to lower the mfmim-mm to $800 for 

single and |S®00 for married people. This is an HAM plan. The papers 

the 

here did not report it but franaradio reportsfctw testimony of 

Heel Sargent last week before this com dttee, on behalf of the HAM, 

whose economist and economic mouthpiece is . Sargent presented this 

proposal. Obviously this, too, places the expenses of armaments on those 

who can least afford to pay them. The CIO, in its national-defense 

statement, offered statistics on this showing that the comsuaer rather 
than industry and wealthy people will get the short end. 
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t have bfcen informed that in Saw York the aria project is 
sagged, by asa ignment, la the production of posters T&ieh the adtainistra- 
tloa would find useable la ita "defease" program, fh# information earns 
fro® a men her of the uaioa who la here lobbylag. 

Agaia the papers are carrying stories abput conversations 

/ 

****** between Washington and Bane and about one conversation hetwaen 
FDR and Mussolini. X hare been Informed* in confidence* by a 
Representative that he was told by Roosevelt last October* at the 
very outbreak of Europe’s war, that Mussolini was behaving himself 
like a good li’l boy and if he kept it up "I (FDR) think I can get 
Bjibuti and Tunisia for tin,* (i) 

Another Congressmen just told ms that, on the basis of 
information he has just obtained* Congress will adjourn by the 2 End. 

This is the date that was talked of • weeks or ten days ago, but 
for the past seek no one has suggested anything before July l. The 
Republicans are now talking out liud about holding Congress in session 
if the crisis is as serious as the President represents it to be. 

This is a political move so that they can claim some of the national 
defense credit and so that they can embarrass the administration 
by the threat. The tenor of Congress is such that, from a liberal’s 
point of view, it would be worse for that to be her# than not. They 
can’t and won’t hold 3FDS beck from anything he might try. 

I have just obtained some further information which probably 
will not be released to the press on today’s happenings at the CIO 
meeting. Sie following information, in addition to the above, not 
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contained in either the material fowler sent you or carried in the press 
is, for reasons that yen will immediately see, confidential. All these 
actions* I hare been told, mere unanimous. 

A Canadian Council of the CIO ®<.s authorized. 

Industrial union councils were authorized for the large cities, 
such as Hew York, *hich I* sot now hare them. This is a crack at the 

ACWA, which has prevented the organization of an Industrial Salon 
Council in Hew York City* 

Allan Haywood Shares the repmzx responsibilities of Lee 
Pressman re national dafer-se. 

The executive hoard attherized the setting up of a ladies 
garment workers union as soon as the story of the iwm going back into 
the AFL wa announced. It wa simultaneously announced that some of 
the large locals in the IWW had sought to be taken back into the CIO. 

A r solution mis passed congratulating Sidney Hillman on 
his appointment. It confOred a© powers on him and seerndd to come as 
an afterthought . 

Fowler has been fell® ing the trade-union end civil-liberties 
ana 

situation in Csnada/has a considerable amount of information on it 
if you are interested. 



I am enclosing a story from the Star of a few days ego and 



several bills and resolutions which I thought you might want for your 
files. You will note that there Is, in additional the Hichols proposal, 
an administration request for an appropriation which will provide for 500 



addition 5 -men, over and above those provided for In 



of this session. 



How’s e 



ything? 



previous appropriation 




